Many Cult Ex-Members Living in Fear 
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SAN FRANCISCO, Deo. 0— It has: 
been more than two weeks since the 
-bloody events' in Jonestown, Guyana,' 
but many Peoples temple ex-members ' 
here are still living in fear, in seclu- 
sion, not revealing their telephone , 
numbers or addresses. 1 

They say they fear for their safety, 
and they are specific about whom 
among the survivors of the Peoples 
Temple cult they are concerned: 

• Mike Prokes and Tim Carter, two 
of the Rev. Jim Jones’ aides in Gu- 
yana, who were dispatched from 
Jonestown just before the mass sui- 
cide with $500,000 and twb handguns 
and who are currently being ques- 
tioned in Guyana. 

• Carolyn Layton,, one. of Jones’ , 

mistresses and most trusted aides, in- 
volved in the church’s international fi- . 
nancial operations. Layton has been 
reported among the confirmed dead ' ) 
at the Dover, Del., Air Force mortu- 
ary. t ■ 

• Terry Buford, the highest-ranking 
church official still knowii to be alive, > 
who they say was In charge of keep- 
ing tabs on temple ex-members. . She 
was ‘ last seen in Memphis today, 
where she was conferring with Tem- 
ple attorney Mark Lane. 

• Sandy Bradshaw, another top 

Jones aide, currently holed up -at the 
temple’s San Francisco headquarters, 
along with several other church niem- , 
bers also to some degree feared by 
former temple members. ' ' 

Prokes, Carter and Carter’s brother, 
Michael, in Guyana, have discounted 
the fears of other Jonestown survi- 
vors. They said last week that they . 
are afraid that they may be the target 
of reprisals by temple ex-members. 

But this has not brought the ex-cul- 
tists out of hiding. 

The FBI has been given the names 
of some 20 temple members feared by 
the former cult followers, -. according 
to one informed source. The San 
Francisco police Department has a 
list of those they oonsider potentially 
dangerous. The list has reportedly bal- 
looned to over 60. 

As Jones became increasingly en- 


gulfed , in paranoia over more, “de- 
fections” from his ranks and crit- 
ical press reports about the church, 
the temple ex-members say, he turned 
to his most trusted advisers to take 
action against his detractors. 

According to one former high-rank- 
ing temple member, this group in- 
cluded, a half-dozen of his closest con- 
fidants, almost all women. 

“He hated men, he didn’t trust 
them,” one ex-member says. “But 'he 
could get the women physically and 1 
emotionally attached to him.” 

Several of these aides, apparently; 
including Carolyn Layton, died in the 
mass suicide at Jonestown two weeks 
ago. 

Layton, according to one temple ex- 
member, was .Tones’ mistress, head Of 
staff and “coordinator of the entire 
church when Jim was gone.” 

She was the former wife of Larry 
Layton, one of the men sent from 
Jonestown, on Nov. 18 to attack Rep. 
Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.) and his party at 
' the Port Kaituma airstrip. Ryan and 
-four others were killed and several 
people were wounded. Eyewitnesses 
said Layton shot and wounded two 
•people but. was not involved in the 
•five killings. Nevertheless, ‘he has 
been charged with, five counts of mur-: 
der and additional' counts of at- 
tempted murder, j ' 1 

She was , also involved in the inter- 
national . financial operations of the 
church,, according to a temple '’ ex- 
member. As such, 1 she bnay have had 
access to ' the millions of dollars of 
church money Jones, reportedly .squir- 
reled away, in a number of foreign 
bank accounts. • ¥ 

Prokes and . the two Carters nar- 
rowly escaped the - Jonestown mass su- 
icide t\yo., weeks :ago. The three have 
said that they "Wfere given a satchel' 
containing $500,000 in cash, gold and 
jewelry'.and.two handguns, by another 
Jones mistress, Maria Kats'aris, who 
dispatched them.from Jonestown. 

For former 'chlirch members here in 
the San Francisco, area, the main con-; t 
cern centers on several individuals at 


the church’s San Francisco headquar- 
ters and another high-ranking cult 
member in Memphis. 

Sandy, Bradshaw, reportedly a top 
aide and yet' another mistress of 
Jones, is .currently at the San Fran- 
cisco temple. She holds a license to 
carry a weapon, according to several 
ex-members, and Jones once said she 
has “an obsession with guns,” accord- 
ing to a third former member. 

The ‘key’ figure in the future, ac- 
cording to virtually every temple ex- 
member interviewed, however, will be 
Terry Buford. 

Buford, described as very high- 
strung and also familiar with guns, 
was the “head of all diversionary tac- 
tics” ’ against “defectors” frdm the. 
church, according to temple ex-mem- 
bers. She allegedly kept files on the 
ex-members and was also in charge of 
“how to track someone down who has 
left the church,” according to one for- 
mer temple member. 

None of these Temple members has 
been charged with any crimes. 

The FBI in Washington last week 
acknowledged that bureau agents 
across the country are checking a re- 
port that the Peoples Temple had a 
hit list of prominent politicians and 
journalists to be killed if /anything 
should happen to Jdnes or the cult. 

The FBI has expressed some ques- 
tions about the reliability of the list, • 
which included “President Nixon.” 

FBI sources said today that, based 
on their interviews so far, there is 
"every indication that there was a 
very loose plan (to hit people) if noth- 
ing else,” but they would not indicate 
Who they were investigating. 

The FBI reportedly has obtained 
sealed arrest warrants for a number 
,.of Peoples Temple cult members it 
says it believes were involved in the 
murder of Ryan. 

But according to the temple ex- 
members, “the, second phase after the 
mass suicide was to slay those who . 
had left the 'church and spoken 
against it.” 

The existence of an alleged assassi- 
nation scheme was a relatively recent 


development within Jones’ cult, ac- 
cording to the ex-members. One for- 
mer high-level Jones aide says that in 
the early 1970s Jones first began to 
warn . members of the danger they 
faced if they left the church. 

Initially, the source said, the threat 
was “You better not leave or we’U 
find you and beat you.” But by the 
late 1970s the warnings had become a 
blunt. “We’ll kill you.” 

Another temple ex-member says the 
first cryptic reference by Jones to 
harming defectors came years ago, 
when a former member of the temple 
died and “Jones claimed he had his 
angels do it.” Later, according to this 
and other sources, the code phrase 
used inside the church for discussing 
the murder of a defector was “Send 
him to New York.” , 

The ex-members say that the origi- 
nal plan for the mass suicide and kill- 
ing of “traitors”, always included 
Jones’ escape of Jonestown, and they 
may be lost now that Jones has been 
confirmed to be among the Jonestown 
dead. 

Moreover, many hope . the current 
members may have been so shocked 
by the mass suicide and the events of 
the last few weeks that their faith in 
Jones and the church has been seri- 
ously shaken. 

Various spokesmen for the San 
Francisco temple office last week de- 
nied repeatedly that there are any 
plans for “hit squads.” They also ex- 
pressed their shock over the events in 
Jonestown, and said they have re- 
ceived threats and are afraid of retali- 
ation by opponents of the church. 

Despite these ..assuarnces, ex-mem- 
bers still fear .that the fanatic dedica- 
tion Jones instilled in his followers 
( could provoke any of them to strike 
out against the “traitors” to the 
church. 

“One of my biggest fears,” ,said one 
former temple member, “is that there 
are, people, even some low in the 
church hierarchy, who perceive their 
roles in the church are to avenge fa- 
ther’s death’by silencing - ' his critics.” 



